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Weber's
Receive 20

The SWCD is proud to announce the selection of Jack and Marlys Weber of Cannon Falls
as the SWCD’s 2011 Outstanding Conservationists. Jack and Marlys received this honor
for their lifetime of efforts to conserve soil, improve water quality, and improve wildlife
habitat on their 495-acre farm in the Trout Brook Watershed.

Early in life, Jack learned important lessons from his father — like the value of grassed
waterways in keeping their farmland productive. An active sportsman, Jack also realized
that wildlife ponds and erosion control structures would make his property more than
just a farm. When Jack took over the farming operation, he continued to repair and
install waterways, water and sediment control basins, and wildlife ponds, believing that
conservation is crucial — especially for the next generation.

Even though Jack and Marlys are still active on their corn and soybean farm, they have
passed the majority of the farm operations to their sons Scott, Doug and Tim. With this
next generation, conservation and habitat improvements are more than just a tradition.
Over the past few years, the Weber’s have installed multiple wildlife ponds, two grass
waterways, a large grade-stabilization structure and six water and sediment control
basins, with two more basins scheduled for construction in 2012.

The SWCD commends Jack and Marlys and their sons for their continuous work towards
improved water quality and habitats. The Weber’s will be recognized for their award at
the annual Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts’ convention
in St. Paul on December 5-6". Congratulations Jack and Marlys!

Did yowknow? The Dakota SWCD has funding eavailable for low interest
loans to- agricultural producers. Low interest loans canv be used to- upgrade
septic yystems; improve feedlots, or install best management practices.
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Paul Thomas Appointed to SWCD
Board

The SWCD Board of Supervisors
recently appointed Paul Thomas of
Burnsville to fill the remaining 15
months of the District 1 Supervisor
position that became vacant earlier
this year. Paul will represent the
cities of Burnsville, Eagan, Inver Grove
Heights, Lilydale, Mendota Heights,

South St. Paul and West St. Paul.

Paul received a degree in Civil Engineering from North Dakota
State University and has worked as an engineer for over 25 years.
Throughout his career he has partnered with watershed
organizations and cities on land improvement and conservation
practices. This work and his love of outdoor activities led him an
interest in the SWCD Supervisor position; hoping to make a larger
contribution in the conservation field.

Paul’s hobbies include just about anything outdoors including
hunting, shooting, golf and motorcycles. Help us welcome Paul if
you get the chance!
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SWCD Tree Sale Program Ends

With a twinge of sadness but a dose of reality, Dakota County
SWCD’s long-running spring tree and shrub sale will be
discontinued in 2012. As we continue to evaluate programs and
activities provided by the SWCD, there is inevitably, evolution.
While the tree program has sunset for this year, the SWCD has
expanded other education and outreach activities significantly
over the past several years. We look forward to continuing to
provide workshops on native plantings, tree windbreaks,
shoreline stabilizations and other conservation programs.




Claim Your Spot: Blue Thumb Workshops

Learn how to plant a beautiful garden that improves water quality at the same time! 6'“6

Raingardens, native plantings and shoreline improvements may be eligible for cost share T um

and technical assistance through the Blue Thumb Program. Register for one of these free ﬁ:L/ -
introductory workshops to learn more. Call 651-480-7777 or visit www.dakotaswcd.org

for more information.

February 28 — Lebanon Hills Visitor Center | March 22 — Dakota Lodge, West St. Paul
March 13 — Burnsville City Hall April 2 — Farmington Library

March 15 — Eagan City Hall April 3 — Lakeville City Hall

March 20 — Pleasant Hills Library, Hastings | April 5 — Apple Valley Municipal Center

Organics: A Matter of Soil Health

You can probably guess some of the components of organic matter in a field’s soil: decaying plant and animal
material and the live microbes, like bacteria and fungi, that do the decomposing. But do you know the multiple
benefits of good levels of organic matter in your crop fields? Fields high in organic matter are less susceptible to wind
and water erosion. Organic matter promotes the binding together of soil particles into aggregates. Aggregation gives
soil its structure, and structure is the soil’s best defense against dry, crusting top layers and erosion. Aggregation also
increases pore spaces which increase infiltration and allow the soil to hold more water and air. Additionally, as it
breaks down, organic matter releases many nutrients, making them available for plant uptake again.

With all the benefits of organic matter, it's unfortunate that many of the crop fields in Dakota County have low
levels of this important soil component. Tillage is one practice that reduces organic matter in soil. Each time soil is
tilled, oxygen is stirred in. Oxygen stimulates or speeds up the action of soil microbes, which breakdown the organic
matter. The more the soil is tilled, the more organic matter is burned off. Additionally, crops that return little residue
to the soil also lead to lower organic matter levels because plant residue is an important source of organics. Many
modern cropping systems combine frequent tillage with small amounts of residue, contributing to a continuous
decline in organic matter.

How do you maintain or build the organic matter in your soil?
Reduce tillage by using no-till, strip-till or ridge till and
leave as much residue as possible on the surface.
Practice light fall tillage or no tillage until spring,
especially in areas where water tends to run.

Use livestock manure or cover crops as a way to build
the carbon levels in the soil.

Add perennial and companion crops, especially after
specialty crops like sweet corn and seed corn. Specialty
crops are harvested earlier, offering the temptation to
prepare the field for next year. We've found these
fields often have the lowest residue and organic matter
levels in the spring and are easy targets for nature’s
erosive forces.

By following these practices, within a few years you should see less ponding, greater water holding capacity, and a
more productive field. Additional benefits include lower fertilizer costs, fuel savings from fewer trips across the field,
fewer gullies, and prolonged health of grassed waterways. Contact the SWCD office for more information about how
to turn your field around and improve your soil’s health!
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Joint Powers Board

Commissioner Joseph Harris, Chair
Commissioner Tom Wolf, Vice-Chair
Commissioner Paul Krause, Treasurer

Meetings are held on the fourth Thursday
of each month (except November),
1-3 p.m., at the Dakota County Western
Service Center in Apple Valley.

Watershed Planning Commission

Chuck Clanton, Chair
Joe Beattie, Vice Chair
Kyle Andes

John Glynn

Ron Mullenbach

Pete Schaffer

Lance Twedt

Andrew Stehr

(1 vacant seat)

Meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of each month, 4-6 p.m.,
Dakota County Western Service Center
in Apple Valley.

Vermillion River Watershed Staff

e  Mark Zabel, Administrator
(Dakota Co.)

e Melissa Bokman, Co-administrator
(Scott Co.)

e  Travis Thiel, Watershed Specialist

e Katherine Carlson, Water Resources
Specialist

Vermillion River Watershed
Joint Powers Organization
14955 Galaxie Ave.

Apple Valley, MN 55124
952-891-7000
www.vermillionriverwatershed.org

Raingardens enhance landscapes and improve
water quality

Raingardens are attractive gardens that cleanse stormwater
runoff from yards, streets, and impervious surfaces. A
raingarden is a depression that catches runoff. It holds a few
inches of water; filters out sediment, pollutants (like
phosphorus and nitrogen), and trace amounts of petroleum
products; and allows clean water to soak into the ground.
Raingardens assist in preventing pollutants from traveling
through stormwater pipes directly into lakes, streams, and
wetlands. The gardens are designed to dry up within two days,
eliminating the possibility of mosquito eggs hatching.

Helping residents understand how raingardens work and
assisting with the design is a part of Blue Thumb®, a program
funded, in part, by the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers
Organization (VRWJPO). The VRWIJPB supports the Dakota
County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in hosting
Blue Thumb® Planting for Clean Water workshops to help
residents plan, design, and install their own raingardens,
shoreline stabilization projects, or native gardens.

The introduction workshop looks at water quality issues in local
lakes and rivers within the watershed, and shows examples of
many great-looking raingardens that are helping to address
water quality issues. A design workshop allows participants to
get help to design their own garden, including a materials list,
planting plan, and cost estimate. After residents have designed
their raingarden, they can apply for a $250 grant to complete
the work. SWCD staff meets with residents at their properties
to help lay out the gardens and provide guidance to ensure
successful installation.

Join 67 other residents living within the Vermillion River
Watershed who have installed a Blue Thumb® raingarden! Get
started by attending a workshop. See 2012 Workshop Schedule
on page 2 for a list of upcoming Planting for Clean Water
introduction workshops.

A raingarden can be integrated into any landscape plan. Deep-
rooting native plants help absorb pollutants. Illustration by
Gregg Thompson and Taina Litwak.




Vermillion River Watch takes
students into field and stream

Experience is a great teacher, and the
Vermillion River Watch, a collaborative effort
of the Dakota County Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) and Rosemount
and Hastings High Schools, gives students
hands-on experience assessing the river’s
health. Each spring and fall, students collect
aquatic macroinvertebrates (bugs and other
water creatures) and compare species type and
abundance to biological standards. “It’s a great
way for students to develop insight into how
many living things depend on water quality,”
says Laura Jester, SWCD watershed
conservationist, who coordinates the program.

Joe Beattie, a Hastings High School biology
teacher, and Veda Kanitz, Rosemount High
School teacher, bring their students to the river
to sample macroinvertebrates to determine
trends in the river’s health. Students determine
the number of different macroinvertebrate
families found at monitoring sites, because a
healthy river is diverse in its macroinvertebrate
families. Three specific macroinvertebrate
families are sensitive to environmental
degradation. These families, Ephemeroptera
(mayflies), Plecoptera (stoneflies), and
Trichoptera (caddisflies) are particularly
important in assessing river health. At the
annual River Summit, students present and
discuss their data and learn what other
students around the Metro are finding in

their streams.

This spring, only Hastings students sampled in
the Vermillion River. This fall, both schools sent
groups of students into the field as part of
River Watch. Time and funding limitations
prevent program expansion to other schools in
the watershed, says Jester. However, some
students who participate in River Watch
choose careers in the natural resources,
showing that being outstanding in the field of
biology can begin with being out sampling in
the field. For more information about
Vermillion River Watch, see
http://www.vermillionriverwatershed.org and
search “river watch.”

Two students, with guidance from
teacher Joe Beattie, sample
macroinvertebrates from the rocky
bottom of the Vermillion River in the
City of Hastings.

2012 Raingarden Workshop Schedule: Planting
for Clean Water

e Lebanon Hills Park — Tues., Feb. 28
Lebanon Hills Visitor Center, 860 Cliff Rd
e Burnsville — Tues., March 13
Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Ctr. Pkwy
e Eagan - Thurs., March 15
Eagan City Hall, 3830 Pilot Knob Rd
e Hastings — Tues., March 20
Pleasant Hill Library 1490 S Frontage Rd
e West St. Paul — Thurs., March 22
Dakota Lodge, 1200 Stassen Ln
e Farmington — Mon., April 2
Farmington Library, 508 Third St
e Lakeville — Tues., April 3
Lakeville City Hall, 20195 Holyoke Ave
e Apple Valley — Thurs. April 5

Apple Valley Municipal Center, 7100 W 147th St

All workshops begin at 6:15 p.m.

Contact Dakota County SWCD to register for a
workshop at 651-480-7777 or
swcd@co.dakota.mn.us.

Watch raingarden videos and review plant lists —
www.bluethumb.org.




VRWIPO Requires Permits for Activities in Eureka Township

Are you planning to change the footprint of an
existing building, add an additional building, create
a land disturbance, split a lot, or subdivide your
land? If so and you live in Eureka Township, you
may need to obtain a permit from the Vermillion
River Watershed Joint Powers Organization
(VRWJPO) before making any changes. If you live in
a township other than Eureka, you may need to
obtain a permit from your township.

At its December 9, 2010, meeting, the Vermillion
River Watershed Joint Powers Board acted to
enforce the VRWIJPO Watershed Rules in Eureka
Township. Although Eureka Township adopted a
local water management plan (LWMP) that concurs
with the policies, goals, and objectives of the
VRWIJPQ, it did not adopt an ordinance to
implement that plan. In order for the VRWIJPO
policies, goals, and objectives to be implemented in
Eureka Township, the VRWJPO will enforce its
Rules in the Township until such time that the
Township implements its LWMP.

A process has been arranged between the VRWJPO
and Eureka Township by which the VRWIJPO
permits and Township permits will be reviewed.
For residents of the Township requesting building
permits for property that lies in the VRWIPO, you

must first apply to the VRWJPO before applying to
the Township. Activities such as re-roofing, re-
siding, new windows, plumbing, heating, and
interior remodeling do not require a VRWJPO
permit because they do not create any land
disturbance or split a lot to which the VRWIPO
Rules apply.

After a properly completed permit application is
received by the VRWIJPO, the Board has up to 60
days to act upon the request, although every
attempt will be made to expedite the process.
Upon approval, VRWIJPO staff will notify the
Township of the approval. The Township then has
up to 60 additional days to act upon their permit
request. A VRWIJPO permit may not be needed in
all cases and it is up to the discretion of VRWJPO
staff to make that determination.

To date, the VRWIJPO has received three permit
applications. For the three permit applications
received, and with most applications that originate
in rural areas that will require a VRWJPO permit,
erosion and sediment control requirements will
apply to the proposed land disturbances. If you
have questions about a project you are considering
in Eureka Township, please contact Travis Thiel at
952-891-7546 or travis.thiel@co.dakota.mn.us.

Nitrate testing attracts well owners to County Fair

Private well owners took advantage of free nitrate testing, offered at the Dakota County Fair, a special
clinic in the City of Vermillion, and (for a limited time) at Dakota County’s Western Service Center (WSC).
Staff analyzed 188 nitrate samples from the Fair and WSC collections, and an additional 94 at the City of
Vermillion Clinic. The highest nitrate level detected was 34.3 mg/l, more than three times the federal

standard (10 mg/l) for drinking water.

Persons interested in routine testing of their water may order a test at any time for a fee. Water test kits
are available at the County Extension Office and the Dakota County WSC in Apple Valley. You may also
call Dakota County (952-891-7000) to request that a water test kit be mailed. In the case of a property
transaction, Dakota County requires that water samples be collected by an independent third party
(County personnel, agent of a certified lab, or County-designated person).




Permanent protection for 193 acres in
Castle Rock Township

On May 24, 2011, the Dakota County Agricultural
Society Board of Directors approved selling a
permanent natural area conservation easement for
193.2 acres of land just south of the Dakota County
fairgrounds in Castle Rock Township. The property
includes the headwaters of the Vermillion River’s
South Branch (a designated trout stream) and
mowed trails used for recreation by thousands of
citizens and by teachers for environmental
education classes. The $750,000 purchase price
included $50,000 for a dedicated natural resource
stewardship fund. Funds for the purchase came
from the Legislative-Citizen Commission on
Minnesota Resources ($509,965) in support of the
Vermillion River Corridor Plan, the VRWJPO
($50,000), and the Lessard-Sams Outdoor

Heritage Fund.

A rare prairie triples in size

The Hastings Sand Coulee Scientific and Natural
Area (SNA) recently increased from 83 to more
than 267 acres. The protection of an additional 185
acres of prairie and woodland along the southeast
border of Hastings in June 2011 was the result of a
team effort among the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources, Dakota County, and Friends of
the Mississippi River (FMR). Sand Coulee SNA is
now the largest native prairie in Dakota County,
with 14 rare species living on the dry sand-and-
gravel terrain. Read more about it at www.fmr.org,
search “SNA triples” or click
www.fmr.org/news/current/hastings sna_triples-
2011-07.

A permanent natural area conservation easement protects 193 acres south of the Dakota County
fairgrounds in Castle Rock Township, including a reach of the Vermillion River.




High water in the Vermillion River
in 2011

In terms of total water volume, 2011 is likely to be
among the wettest years on record for the
Vermillion River. In the Vermillion River Watershed,
that meant temporary road closures; delayed, and in
some cases, abandoned planting of crops; wet
basements; high water in lakes and ponds; delayed
construction; increased erosion in some places;
increased turbidity due to sediment in the river; and
other impacts.

When heavy rains came late last summer 2010, the
already saturated soils caused something rather
unusual to happen — flood flows. Flood flows occur
when the river comes up above the top of its banks
and spreads out over the landscape. Those flood
flows were unusual for two reasons: late summer is
usually the driest time of year, and the flows were
comparable or higher than spring floods.

Last year’s wet autumn was followed by a very
snowy winter and when the melt got under way in
earnest in March, the flows increased and flood
flows occurred again. However, these were typical
flood flows associated with spring snowmelt.
Unfortunately, these flood flows did not let up.
Snowmelt was followed by spring and summer rains.
Often times these were heavy rains, with four or
even six inches of rain per storm. In the last 12
months, the river has been well above its normal
flow and out of its banks most of the time. Up until
the week of September 12, 2011, when the river
finally hit its normal level, the river was on the “wet”
side of flows.

High flows affected our ability to physically monitor
the Vermillion River to assess its condition. However,
the Vermillion River is resilient and staff will
continue to assess the impacts of flood flows and
high water conditions.

Conservation issues interest WPC
Commissioner Stehr

Andrew Stehr, the newest Vermillion River
Watershed Planning Commission (WPC) member,
spends a lot of time outdoors gardening and
landscaping at his hobby farm in Vermillion
Township. As a hunter and outdoorsman, he
sought greater involvement in projects aimed at
watershed restoration. “I wanted the opportunity
to participate in conservation activities,” says

Mr. Stehr.

The Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers
Board (VRWIJPB) appointed Stehr to a three-year
term on the WPC in July 2011. The VRWJPB
specifically recruited candidates from rural areas
to ensure that small city and township interests
were represented.

Stehr is employed by Summit Fire Protection and
manages installation of-sprinkler systems in new
and existing buildings, so is aware how important
sufficient water quantity can be for fire
suppression. His interest in landscaping will be
helpful to the WPC in evaluating habitat
improvement or restoration projects.

The Vermillion River swelled out of banks in many
locations in the past year.
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Make a splash — as a Watershed Planning Commissioner

The Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board (VRWIJPB) seeks applicants from rural communities
and townships for one vacant seat on the Vermillion River Watershed Planning Commission (WPC).

The WPC advises the VRWIJPB about water quality and quantity issues, policies, and projects in the
watershed. The nine-member commission represents the citizens in communities within the watershed.
Commissioners serve a three-year term and attend monthly meetings.

To apply for the vacant position, download the application form at www.vermillionriverwatershed.org,
search planning commission, or request an application form by calling 952-891-7000.

Want to save paper by reading this newsletter on-line?

We'll save on the number of newsletters we print, and you’ll reduce the amount of mail you receive.

Send an email to water@co.dakota.mn.us and write subscribe VRWJPO newsletter in the subject line, or
call 952-891-7000. Instead of mailing a newsletter to you, we will let you know by email when the next
issue of the newsletter is posted on our website, www.vermillionriverwatershed.org.




Teacher of the Year
Is Right Here!

B - g

Joe Beattie, a Hastings High School biology teacher,
will receive the Teacher of the Year Award from the
Minnesota Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts at their annual convention in
December. Joe receives this honor for his tireless
efforts in environmental education. Joe often holds
class outdoors, in the field, getting students into
their natural environments. His Field Biology class
meets before school starts in the morning, usually at
a river, wetland, or prairie. He consistently has his
students performing actual restoration,
identification, and collection activities in various
ecosystems. His students understand that these are
important activities, not only for the conservation
and restoration of resources, but also as a part of
being an active, engaged, and thoughtful community
member. His students often present their findings
to decision makers like watershed boards and parks
commissions. These valuable real-world activities
are helping to shape and develop future
conservationists and environmental leaders.

We are lucky to have Joe here in Dakota County and
we congratulate him on his award!

Aquatic Bugs
Tell It Like It Is

They are called indicator
organisms - aquatic insects,

snails, crayfish and other small
critters that can tell scientists
about the health of an aquatic
ecosystem. Different species of
these macroinvertebrates
(critters with no backbone that
you can see without a
microscope) have different

This stonefly was
collected on the
Vermillion River
near Blaine Ave. A
favorite trout food,
these bugs are
indicators of good
water quality.

tolerances to degraded waters.

Some species, like stoneflies and mayflies, need good
oxygen levels, clear water, and rocky areas to thrive.
They have low tolerance levels for polluted, degraded
habitats. If these species are present in high numbers,
it’s an indication that section of stream is in good
condition. Scientists use biomonitoring - the presence,
absence, abundance and diversity of aquatic
organisms - to assess the health of streams. Unlike a
one-time water sample analyzed in the lab, bugs live in
these areas year-round, offering a better picture of
overall stream health.

The Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers
Organization has sponsored biomonitoring in the
Vermillion River since 2009. Although results from this
year aren’t available yet, results from 2009-2010 are
already helping land managers identify areas of the
Vermillion River Watershed that need attention.
While it’s not the case everywhere, macroinvertebrate
populations within large stretches of the Vermillion
River appear to be struggling due to unknown factors.
Some factors, or stressors, might include low dissolved
oxygen, high temperatures, excess nutrients, and
excessive turbidity (cloudiness), among others. Plans
are in place to begin a large study to help identify the
specific stressors affecting

macroinvertebrate

populations in the river.

When the study is complete,

land managers will identify

and implement projects and

programs that will help

restore the natural biological

communities that should be

present in the Vermillion.




Different Land, Same Goal: Reduce Erosion

Suburban ‘

Improvements along the shoreline of Bohrer Pond in
Inver Grove Heights are a good example of suburban
conservation. In 2007, portions of the shoreline had
eroding banks, a weedy water edge (or mowed turf
grass to the edge), and geese congregating along the
shore. Today, more than a quarter mile of shoreline
on Bohrer Pond boasts a variety of deep rooted plants
that help stabilize the soil, filter runoff, provide
colorful blooms, and offer wildlife habitat.

The SWCD worked in partnership with the City of Inver
Grove Heights to make the project a success. After the
city did the initial site survey, the SWCD designed a
vegetated buffer to stabilize the eroding banks and to
establish native plants. The SWCD also supervised the
construction of the project. The city received cost
share through the SWCD, which covered 75% of the
$45,000 in installation costs. A contractor was hired to
do the restoration on 1,300 feet of shoreline, including
seeding, planting shrubs and plants, installing erosion
control, and erecting a goose exclusion fence to keep
geese out until the plants were established. The
homeowners’ associations will manage the shoreline
to prevent invasive weeds and maintain healthy native
vegetation.

This year, many of the native plants reached maturity.
Blazing star, black-eyed Susan, butterfly milkweed, and
wild lupine created a colorful shoreline. And, the deep
roots of native grasses like big bluestem and side oats
gramma help hold the soil in place to prevent erosion.
In the two years since the project was installed the
shoreline went from weeds and eroding banks, to a
stable, beautiful landscape and a home for frogs,
butterflies, and dragonflies.

Bohrer Pond shoreline before and
after project installation

" Rural

Trout Brook in southeastern Dakota
County is known for its crystal clear,
cold waters — until it rains or the snow
melts. Then runoff from the steep
landscapes and upland fields turns the
water into a brown, sediment laden
stream. These conditions got Trout
Brook listed as “impaired” for
turbidity, which means it does not
meet State water quality standards.

But, with the help of funding from local, State and
Federal sources, many landowners are working to
correct the problem of sediment runoff by installing
best management practices. This spring, the SWCD
assisted a landowner with fields that drain to Trout
Brook. A gully had formed within a watercourse that
carried sediment downstream during large rainfall
and snowmelt events. The SWCD worked with the
landowner to design a new stabilized channel that
carries runoff downstream without creating gully
erosion. The watercourse was re-graded and re-
seeded with a perennial grass seed mix and fabric
barriers were installed to slow water flow until the
new vegetation has time to establish. The design
allows water to move slower and with less erosive
force through the area. And, the exposed soils that
were once lost and carried with the runoff are now
stabilized with vegetation.

This project eliminates an estimated 82.5 tons of soil
from eroding each year. Cost share funding for this
was provided by the North Cannon Watershed
Management Organization through a grant from the
state’s Clean Water Legacy fund.

Watercourse to Trout Brook before
and after project installation




Virtual Tour of Conservation

Gets Even Better

Take a look at conservation practices around the County
without ever leaving your seat! In cooperation with
Dakota County’s Office of Geographic Information Systems
(GIS), the SWCD recently re-designed an online map
illustrating on-the-ground SWCD conservation efforts for
viewing by the public. The new online map is more
intuitive and easier to use. In 2008, the SWCD made the
switch from a paper filing system for tracking landowner

conservation projects, to a computer database.
The database allows staff to efficiently and accurately track project status, query the data, and generate statistics.
But one of the biggest benefits is the use of these data in interactive mapping programs.

Anyone can view and use the map at: http://gis2.co.dakota.mn.us/maps/swcd.htm. The map shows where SWCD
staff have worked with landowners to install projects on their property like raingardens, shoreline restorations,
feedlot improvements, agricultural waterways, wetland restorations, and wildlife habitat improvements. Clicking a
point on the Interactive GIS Map opens a table including a “View Factsheet” link to see photos and learn more
about each project. The map is updated quarterly to reflect new projects and conservation efforts over time.

To sign up for emailed notification when the SWCD newsletter is available online, go to www.dakotaswcd.org
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