
On November 2, 2010 Dakota County voters will head to the polls to 

elect, among other positions, Supervisors for the Soil and Water 

Conservation District in Districts 1 and 3 (see map).  Citizens who 

live in these Districts and are interested in being involved with local 

water quality and natural resource issues are encouraged to run for 

Supervisor.  

 

ñOur elected Supervisors play an important role in how we address a wide variety of environmental issues in 

urban and rural settings throughout Dakota County.  Serving as a Supervisor is a terrific opportunity for people 

who want a voice in natural resource policy and implementation,ò says Brian Watson, District Manager at the 

Dakota County SWCD. 

 

SWCD supervisors serve four-year terms.  Their main responsibilities include setting overall policy and long-term 

objectives, developing strategic and annual plans, and working to see that policies and plans are implemented.   

Supervisors meet monthly to discuss the business of the SWCD including state and local grant allocations, district 

conservation priorities, legislative priorities, and coordination with other agencies and local units of government.  

While Supervisors do not receive a salary, they do receive compensation for attending meetings and are 

reimbursed for expenses.   (More details on next page.) 
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Did you know?   The SWCD offers 

equi pment for rent including   a 

no - till drill for planting native 

prairies, pastures or hayfields 

and a tree planter . 
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 Board of Supervisors  

Scott Holm, Chair 

Chris Nielsen, Vice Chair 

Scott Norstad, Secretary 

Joseph Meyers, Treasurer 

Kevin Chamberlain, Public Relations  

& Information Officer 
  

District Staff  
Brian Watson, District Manager and Wetland 
Specialist 

Jim Davidson, Senior Urban Conservationist 

Brad Becker, Senior Resource                 
Conservationist 

Laura Jester, Watershed Conservationist 

Todd Matzke, Resource Conservationist 

David Holmen, Resource Conservationist and 
Information Technology Specialist 

Mike Isensee, Urban Conservationist 

Travis Bistodeau, Water Resource Specialist 

Curt Coudron, Resource Conservation 
Technician 

Dave Rickert, Biomass Conservation Technician 

(Joint Position with Scott County SWCD) 

Lana Rotty, Finance and Accounting Specialist 

Dee Parker, Office Assistant 

  

Assisted by USDA Natural Resources  

Conservation Service  

Michelle Wohlers, District Conservationist 

Matthew Schaar, Soil Conservation Technician 

Loren Clarke, Soil Conservation Technician 

Leslie Diaz-Alvarez, Soil Conservationist  

The Dakota County SWCD Board of Supervisors 

meets on the first Thursday of every month at 5:30 

p.m.  Meeting times are subject to change. Changes of 

address or subscription inquiries,  

call 651-480-7777. 

All programs and services of the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service, 

and the Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation 

District are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis 

without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, 

sex, age, marital status, or handicap. 

News & Notes  
Continued from front pageé. 

 

Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) across 

Minnesota are each governed by an elected Board of five 

Supervisors.  Each Board member represents a District within 

the County defined by municipal and township boundaries.  

Even though Supervisors represent a District, they are elected 

through county-wide voting.  State Statute currently does not 

provide taxing or land use authority to SWCDs.      

 

In Dakota County elections are held once every two years for 

alternating Districts.  In 2010 the seats up for election include 

Districts 1 and 3.    District 1 includes the cities of Burnsville, 

Eagan, Inver Grove Heights, Lilydale, Mendota, Mendota 

Heights, South St. Paul, Sunfish Lake and West St. Paul.  

District 3 includes the Cities of Hastings and Vermillion and 

Marshan, Nininger, Ravenna, and Vermillion Townships. 

 

SWCD Supervisor positions will be filled through general 

elections on November 2, 2010.  Individuals who wish to be on 

the ballot must file a ñMinnesota Affidavit of Candidacyò 

between May 18 and June 1, 2010.  Any citizen of voting age 

residing in District 1 or 3 is eligible for election.  Affidavits are 

available from the Dakota County Election and Voter 

Registration Department.  There is a nominal filing fee.  Call 

651-438-4380 for more information on filing, or contact Brian 

Watson at the SWCD for more information about the role of an 

SWCD Supervisor at 651-480-7778. 

 

 

 
  
 

Supervisor Elections:  

The Details 

District Manager Awarded 

Outstanding Conservation 

District Employee! 

Last December, Brian Watson, manager for 

the Dakota County Soil and Water 

Conservation District, was named Minnesotaôs  

2009 Outstanding Conservation District Employee at the 

Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts 

annual meeting.  The award is sponsored by the Minnesota Board 

of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR). 

 

Each year BWSR honors an SWCD employee for outstanding 

contributions to soil and water conservation.  Watson was 

recognized for his achievements with implementing conservation 

projects and administering programs.  Watsonôs working 

relationships with partner organizations have led to many 

innovative projects, new programs and new initiatives. ñI am very 

fortunate to work with such dedicated staff.  It is also a pleasure to 

work with local communities and in a county where the natural 

environment is considered an important component to our 

landscapeò Watson stated. 
 



 

  
 

There are more opportunities than ever before for voluntary conservation on 

private land. Thanks to funding from the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Act, 

lottery proceeds, the MN Pollution Control Agency, and local watershed 

management authorities, the SWCD is offering funding and payments for a 

variety of improvements to agricultural lands. 

                                                   A filter strip is a vegetated area planted adjacent to a stream, lake, or wetland to 

improve water quality by filtering sediments, nutrients, and chemicals from overland runoff.  The SWCD offers 

multiple filter strip options to landowners including: 

Installing New Filter Strips - Incentive payments provided for installing filter strips in areas enrolled in the 

USDAôs Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP).  The CCRP provides rental payments typically 

ranging from $90 to $140 per acre per year, for up to 15 years.  The SWCD will supplement the CCRP rental 

payment up to $250 per acre, per year for the life of the contract.   Harvesting vegetation is not allowed. 

Harvestable Filter Strips - Incentive payments provided for newly established filter strips, but unlike the CCRP 

rules, the landowner is allowed to harvest the vegetation annually after August 1
st
.  The SWCD will pay $100 per 

acre per year for a 5-year contract, and $150 per acre per year for a 10-year contract.   

Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) Reserve Program - Permanent easements purchased from willing landowners on 50 

to 100-foot wide filter strips along DNR Protected Waters.  Cropland within the easement must be converted to 

perennial vegetation.  Harvesting vegetation is not allowed.   Payment rates are based on the average easement 

market value of land in the Township and can range anywhere from $3,500 to $7,000 per acre in Dakota County.   

   

 

 

                                                                            Funding is available to provide contract extensions to expiring 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) fields with highly erodible soils.  The SWCD will pay $75/acre/year, for 10-

years, on expiring CRP fields with over 50% Highly Erodible Land soils (as defined by the USDA Soil Survey).   

 

 

                                                                             Incentive payments provided for wetland restorations projects 

enrolled in the USDAôs Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP).  The CCRP provides rental payments 

typically ranging from $90 to $140 per acre per year, for up to 15 years.  The SWCD will supplement the CCRP 

rental payment up to $250 per acre, per year for the life of the contract.   Harvesting vegetation is not allowed. 

 

Other wetland restoration incentives are available to landowners through State or local easement programs.  These 

options have different criteria for landownerôs to consider.   

 

 

                                                                           Cost-share 

funding is available to pay for up to 85% of project costs 

for erosion control and other water quality improvement 

projects.  Eligible projects include grassed waterways, 

terraces, water and sediment control structures, feedlot 

improvements, and streambank stabilizations.  Landowners 

should contact the SWCD with potential projects as soon 

they identify a problem.   Projects identified early have a 

better chance of receiving funding and maximizing cost 

share.   Contact the SWCD office at 651-480-7777. 

Take Advantage!  Money  Available 

for  Projects on Agricultural Lands 



Better water quality, fish communities, and shoreland plantings 

are coming soon to the pond at East Community Park. The 

Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board recently 

approved a request from the City of Lakeville to share 50 

percent of the costs to study and improve the pond, a 40-acre 

designated wetland protected by the Department of Natural 

Resources. Improvements to the pondôs water quality will 

enhance aesthetics and habitat and will ultimately improve the 

quality of North Creek, a major tributary to the Vermillion River 

to which the wetland drains.   

 

Using the Watershedôs cost share program, the City will conduct 

a two-phase project.  Phase I, to begin this spring, will study the 

fish population, the vegetation surrounding the wetland, and 

sources of pollution, such as nutrients, to better understand the 

cause of the poor water quality.  Phase II will implement a fish 

management strategy, improve shoreline plantings, and initiate 

projects to reduce nutrients in the wetland. 

 

Cities and townships in the Vermillion River Watershed are 

encouraged to identify capital improvement projects the 

Watershed can consider for cost sharing. For more information 

visit www.dakotacounty.us and search VRWJPO cost share, or 

call the watershed administrator at 952-891-7000. 

  

 

Joint Powers Board  
Commissioner Joseph Harris, Chair 

Commissioner Tom Wolf, Vice-Chair 

Commissioner Paul Krause, Treasurer 
  

Meetings are held on the fourth Thursday 
of each month; 1:00 p.m.; Dakota County 
Western Service Center in Apple Valley 

 

Watershed Planning Commission  
Kevin Chamberlain, Chair 

Joe Beattie, Vice Chair 

Chuck Clanton 

Tim Clemens 

John Glynn 

Ron Mullenbach 

Lance Twedt 

Pete Schaffer 

Vacant ï Apple Valley/Farmington 

 

Meetings are typically held on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 4:00 p.m.; 
location alternates between Dakota County 
Western Service Center in Apple Valley 
and the Extension and Conservation 
Center in Farmington�± call or visit the 
website to verify dates and location. 

 

Vermillion River Watershed Joint 
Powers Organization Staff  
Mark Zabel, Watershed Administrator, Dakota Co. 

Melissa Bokman, Watershed Co-Administrator, 
Scott Co. 

Travis Thiel, Watershed Specialist 

 

Dakota County Water Resources Department 

14955 Galaxie Ave. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 

952-891-7000 
 

www.dakotacounty.us - search Vermillion River 
Watershed  

Watershed Partners with Lakeville to 
Improve Park Pond 

Spring 2010 Newsletter 

The pond in Lakevilleôs East Community 

Park is slated for study and improvements 

to water quality and habitat. 


