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Project Goals

ÅA healthy and protected ecosystem

ïAbundant wildlife

ïRecreational opportunities

ïEconomic vitality

ÅCongruent and complimentary projects among 
agencies

ÅA comprehensive plan for implementation of 
TMDL in these areas
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Project Tasks

ÅIdentify and convene local stakeholders - YOU

ÅHave stakeholders identify indicators of success ς
DECEMBER MEETING (fish, inverts, veg, clarity, 
sedimentation)

ÅConvene technical experts to gather historical  and 
current data and determine possible metrics for 
indicators ςREPORT TONIGHT

ÅReconvene stakeholders to discuss and finalize targets 
for each indicator - TONIGHT

ÅReconvene stakeholders to discuss viable restoration 
activities ςFUTURE MEETING
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Historical Information
Water Clarity

Å¢ƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ άŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
everything that would render 
it impure, either to the sight or 
ǘŀǎǘŜέ Stephen Long, 1817.
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Historical Information
Water Clarity

ÅάΧ¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘŀƪŜǎ ǎƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
turbid character of the lower 
river Mississippi, that objects 
can be seen through it, at a 
depth of eight or ten feetΧέ 
Henry Schoolcraft, 1820

200 ς300 cm
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Historical Information
Water Clarity

ÅάΧΦ¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ 
deep; and it yields the very best 
ƻŦ ŦƛǎƘ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜΦέ
Charles Lanman, 1846
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Historical Information
Water Clarity

ÅάΧΦCǊƻƳ {ǘΦ /ǊƻƛȄ ǘƻ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊǎΦΦ 
The water is clear as crystal, and 
its bosom is generally covered 
with water-fowl, from the 
graceful snow-white swan, to 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭƭŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƻŘ ŘǳŎƪΦέ 
Charles Lanman, 1846
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Historical Information
Water Clarity

ÅThe transparency in the main 
channel above Lake Pepin is 
about 80 cm.  The water of 
the river above the lake is 
nearly as transparent as in 
the lake, although the most 
transparent water was in the 
lower part of the lake. 
Galstoffet.al., 1924
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Historical Information
Water Clarity

ÅThe transparency in the water 
in the northern shallow part of 
the lake, near Bay City, was 28 
to 46 cm, and even less, 19 
cm, opposite the mouth of 
Isabel River. Galstoff et.al., 
1924
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Historical Information
Aquatic Vegetation

ÅάLƴ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ [ŀƪŜ 
Pepin, fields of erect aquatic 
Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘΧΦέ Warren, 1867
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Historical Information
Aquatic Vegetation

Å²ŀǘŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ΧΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
lower shallow part near Pepin 
Village and the delta of the 
Chippewa River.  Here Potamogeton
crispusand americanus, Ruppi
occidentalis, and Valisneriaspiralis
grow in great profusion.  A large, 
shallow area near Bay City in the 
northern part of the lake has very 
sparse vegetation.  Galstoffet.al., 
1924
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Historical Information
Aquatic Vegetation

Å[ŀƪŜ tŜǇƛƴΧǘƘŜ ǎƘŀƭƭƻǿ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ 
east side of the south end have developed 
some of the finest areas of duck food 
plants in this entire region.  Here wild 
celery, sago pondweed, clasping-leaf 
pondweed, or redhead grass, leafy 
pondweed, bushy pondweed, and Elodea 
or water-weed, which are six of the best 
submerged duck foods, together with 
numerous others of lesser value are 
abundant. F.M. UhlerǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ƭŀǘŜ мфнлΩǎ

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/aquariumplants2/Aquarium_&_Pond_Plants_of_the_World/key/Aquarium_&_Pond_Plants/Media/Images/vallisneria2_lge.jpg&imgrefurl=http://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/aquariumplants2/Aquarium_&_Pond_Plants_of_the_World/key/Aquarium_&_Pond_Plants/Media/Html/Fact_sheets/vallisneria.html&usg=__yIjmLrEaIDRmDucgYEX7RC1MOFI=&h=550&w=313&sz=42&hl=en&start=14&um=1&tbnid=bui4LPuX9FPYAM:&tbnh=133&tbnw=76&prev=/images?q=Vallisneria+americana&hl=en&sa=X&um=1
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Historical Information
Sedimentation of Lake Pepin

ÅNatural background 
sedimentation rate of Lake 
Pepin is estimated at 80,000 
metric tons/year  for a life 
span of 4,000 years.
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Historical Information
Sedimentation of Spring Lake

ÅOnce a marsh and floodplain 
ŦƻǊŜǎǘΣ ŀ мурлΩǎ Ƴƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ [ƻŎƪ 
and Dam 2 built in 1927 altered 
and submerged this area  

ÅDelta area 
continues to 
form at top of 
Spring Lake


